are most probably apomorphies accumulated during independent evolution and they include: lack of lateral seta on the second endopodal segment of the first leg, only one seta on the second endopodal segment of the male second leg, completely fused baseonendopod and exopod of the male fifth leg, and lack of armature on the male fifth leg endopodal lobe. Thus, it is quite possible that the peculiar shape of the female fifth leg in these taxa is also a result of convergent evolution. Delavalia palustris is the type species of the genus Delavalia, but apart from Delavalia palustris bispinosa (which could actually be a separate species) has no close relatives among extant species; however, this species is widely distributed, with reported geographic variability (see Lang 1948; Bodin 1970; Apostolov & Marinov 1988; Kornev & Chertoprud 2008) , and future detailed study of its morphology and DNA may reveal that we are dealing with a species-complex, as is the case with many supposedly very widely distributed copepods (see Bláha et al. 2010; Karanovic & Krajicek 2012a, b; Hamrova et al. 2012) .
Delavalia clavus (Wells & Rao, 1987) and Delavalia paraclavus (Wells & Rao, 1987) from the Andaman Islands in the Indian Ocean could also be distantly related to Willenstenhelia, as they have a similar armature formula of the swimming legs, and in particular absent seta on the second endopodal segment of the fourth leg. They also have a number of differences, which could be interpreted either as plesiomorphic (female fifth leg endopodal lobe with four setae, and absence of the curved spine on the second exopodal segment of the male fourth leg) or apomorphic features (spiniform process on the fifth leg exopod both in male and female, and only four setae on the second endopodal segment of the male second leg) when compared to the members of Willenstenhelia. These two species certainly represent a monophyletic unit among the currently known members of Delavalia, and all other species of this genus are even more distantly related to Willenstenhelia. The only other Delavalia without a seta on the second endopodal segment of the fourth leg is Delavalia valens (Wells & Rao, 1987) , also from the Andaman Islands (Wells & Rao 1987) , but it differs from Willenstenhelia in many characters, which probably suggest that the reduction of this seta occurred in stenheliins several times independently.
Two species currently assigned to the genus Onychostenhelia Itô, 1979 share with Willenstenhelia sexual dimorphism on the fourth leg exopod, but the transformation of this ramus in males of the former involves also a peculiar outgrowth of the proximal part of the third segment, in addition to the curved spine on the second segment (Itô 1979; Huys & Mu 2008) . Although this structure may have the same function in both genera, numerous morphological differences between them in the armature and segmentation of the swimming legs, as well as transformations of the fifth leg, suggest that superficial similarities in the male fourth leg exopod could be a product of convergent evolution.
